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POSING AS А WEALTHY NEW YORK PUBLISHER, 
HE TRAVELED TO GEORGIA...AND THERE,BECAUSE 
HIS FUNDS WERE LOW, НЕ MARRIED A YOUNG GIRL 
FROM ONE OF THE SOUTH'S RICHEST CLANS. 


AH! I'M SET FOR LIFE! 
BEAUTIFUL...AND A/CHS 
I SURE CAN PICK ‘EM! _ 


STUPID! STUPID STUPID! 
Т DON'T LOVE YOU! I ONLY 


ІТ MATTER IF 
WE LOVE ONE 
ANOTHER? 


ANY MONEYS 

І THOUGHT 

YOU HAD 
MONEY f 


MARRIED YOU 
BECAUSE I 

THOUGHT YOU 
WERE RICHI 


OUR PLANTATION HAS BEEN LOSING MONEY 
FOR YEARS/ BUT MY FAMILY IS А PART OF THE 
SOUTH'S HERITAGE! WE'RE A PROUD FAMILY 
AND WE WERE BROUGHT UP TO BE 
PROUD OF OUR BIRTHRIGHT 

AND TO DEFEND IT! THAT'S 

WHY WE PRETEND TO BE 
WEALTHY WHEN WE ARE 
REALLY... 


BAH! rou 
TRICKED 


HEH! ABNER DIDN'T PAT HIMSELF ON THE BACK 
FOR LONG. HIS WIFE WAS BEAUTIFUL... BUT 
NEITHER SHE NOR HER FAMILY HAD А D/MES 


BROKE?! BROKE ?/ BUT, DARLING, WITH AL 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN, | YOUR MONEY, I DIDN'T 


YOU'RE BROKE P | 





YOU ТЯ/САЕР N ABNER,PLEASE 
ME! TRICKED 
MES OH, WHAT 
А SAP ТАМ! 


LIKE THATf 


OH, FATHER... 
AUNT MARTHA. 
HE DOESN'T 
LOVE МЕ! 
HE ONLY... 


THERE, THERE, Ñ АН МЕУАН 
CLAUDIA, CHILD.. )YET MET A 
DON'T FRET! YANKEE 

WHO WAHN'T 











HEH, HEH! THAT WAS A SAD 

DAY FOR ABNER, BUT THINGS 
SOON QUIETED DOWN. CLAUDIA'S 
FATHER AND AUNT NEVER SO 
MUGH AS BREATHED ANOTHER 
SOUTHERN-FRIED WORD ABOUT 
THE INCIDENT. INSTEAD, THEIR 
LIVES SEEMED TO BE CONCERNED 
MOSTLY WITH THE GRAND AND 
GLORIOUS PAST OF THEIR 


HE WAS SUGH 
А GREAT MAN, 

WASN'T HE, 
MARTHA? 


% 


Туда, 
С 


OLD POKER FACE 72 WHY, SUH, YOUAH EYES 
АВЕ GAZIN' UPON ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS, 
MEN ІМ AMERICAN A/STORYS 

А MOAH UPRIGHT AND 

COURAGEOUS MAN NEVAH 

LIVED. WHY, НЕ BUILT 

THIS VERY PLANTATION 

WE LIVE ОМ” 


А GENTLEMAN, SUH! AND ONE 

OF THE MOST BRILLIANT GENERALS 
IN THE WAR! HE BEGAN A FINE 
TRADITION AND HE UPHELD THE 
DIGNITY AND HONOR OF THAT 

TRADITION TILL THE DAY HE 
DIED мау НЕ REST IN PEACE! 


E 


WHY... SEBASTIAN CORNELIUS } 
JACKSON! CLAUDIA'S GREAT- 
GRANDFATHER! HE 
WAS ONE OF THE 
GREATEST HEROES 

OF THE G/VIL 


IT WAS МЕ WHO SAVED THIS FINE HOUSE FROM 
THE RAVAGES. OF THE UN/ON ARMY, AND 

WE ARE ETERNALLY GRATEFUL FOR THE 
BENEFITS WE DERIVED FROM HIS ¥/S/OW. 

HIS STRENGTH AND W/SDOMS 

HE HAS BEEN A MODEL TO US... 

ALWAYS READY TO DEFEND THE 

HONOR AND RESPECTABILITY. 


YES! AND NOW WE WHO ARE LEFT 
MUST MA/WTA/N THE HONOR 

AND NOBILITY OF THAT GRAND 
TRADITION, AND MUST ДЕЕ? 
BESMIRCH THE JAGKSON NAME, 
EVEN IF IT MEANS DEATHS 


ie 





ABNER WAS VERY UNSATISFIED WITH HIS LOT. 
HE HADN'T MARRIED TO HELP DEFEND THE 
JACKSON HONOR...HE HAD WED FOR МОМЕУ/ 
AND HE SOON FOUND AN EASY WAY OF GETTING 


OLAUDIAS THE 
ANTIQUE VASE f 
4778 MISSING! 


HMMN.. І THINK AHHH! IT'S WORTH 
1 CAN GIVE YOU MORE...BUT IT'S A 
ABOUT THIRTY 

DOLLARS ON 


NIGHTCLUBS, BARS, RESTAURANTS. 
WINE, WOMEN,SONG...AND HE 
LOVED EVERY PRECIOUS MINUTE! 


OH, ABNER! ABNER, 
WHY DID YOU DO IT? 
TIME! NEED MONEY... 
THASH ALL! HOCKED 
А CRUMMY OL' 
VASE! WHASHA DIF? 





OH, THE SHAME OF ) ...AND CAROUSING 
ITS PAWNING AN ABOUT THE TOWN! 
HEIRLOOM THAT DRINKING! YOU, SUH, 
WAS HANDED DOWN HAVE DISGRACED THE 
FROM @RANDFATHER 7 NAME OF JACKSON! 


IF GENERAL JACKSON WERE ) ⁄/£“0 DEFEND THE 
НЕВЕ, НЕ'О REPAY YOU 
FOR YOUR BLASPHEMY! 


OH, YES I DO! HIM WITH HIS 
TWIRLY MUSTACHE AND 
FANCY SWORD! 47 I'LL 
SHOW YOU WHAT I THINK 
OF м/м” 


THE STRAIN HAS BEEN Y” NO, CLAUDIA! THE 
TOO GREAT! I'LL GET MEDICINE WON'T HELP} 
HER MEDICINE f HER! WOTHING САМ 
HELP HER... NOW. 
ТТ 


SHUT ИРУ ГМ SICK ABNER! YOU DON'T 
KNOW WHAT YOU'RE 


SAYING! 


OOHHHHS IT'S 
гоо MUCH 
MY...MY HEARTS, 





НЕН, НЕН,НЕН! WELL, AUNT 
MARTHA'Š FUNERAL WAS А 
QUIET AFFAIR. CLAUDIA AND 
HER FATHER SAID NOTHING 
ABOUT WHAT HAD GAUSED 
AUNT MARTHA'S DEATH TO 
SAFEGUARD THE JAGKSON 
REPUTATION! THEN SOME 
DAYS LATER... 


| JUMPIN" JEHOSOPHATS SO WHAT OF 
THAT'S THE FRAME FROM 80 WHAT? 1 
GRANDFATHER'S PICTURE! / І SHOVED THE 
THE PAINTING OF HIM IS PAINTING UP IN 
| GONE FROM THE WALL! THE ATTIC, AND 
= гм GOING TO SELL 
% THIS РВАМЕЙ 0 
| | SO WHATS! 


ABNUH! WHAT У Г NOTHING, 
NOTHING 
MIND YOUR 
OWN BUSINESS! 


THIS TIME, SUH, YOU HAVE GONE 700 FAR! 
IF GRANDFATHER WERE НЕВЕ, WE'D DEFEND 
HIS HONOR... AND І, IN HIS STEAD, MUST DO 
LIKEWISE! SUH! I CHALLENGE 

YOU 70 А DUELS 





YOU...YOU'VE 


SHUT UPS IF YOU TELL 
KILLED HIM! 


ONE WORD ABOUT WHAT 
HAPPENED, YOULL DIE 
TOO! BESIDES... THE 

SCANDAL WOULD RUIN 
THE FAMILY'S HONOR! 


FEARING FOR HER SAFETY, АМО AWARE OF THE 
DANGER TO THE JACKSON REPUTATION, CLAUDIA 
REMAINED SILENT. AFTER THE BURIAL,ABNER'S 
OUTLOOK BRIGHTENED... [To THE ATTIC! 


ABNER? WHERE THERE'S A LOT OF THINGS| 

ARE YOU GOING? UP THERE THAT I CAN 
SELL! HAS HASAND NO 
ONE GAN STOP ME! 


АН! LET'S SEE! OH! THERE'S 
THE PAINTING OF OLD “SOUR- 
PUSS JACKSON"! НІМ AND HIS 
FANCY SWORD! FMPFF! ВЕТ IT 


WONDER WHAT I SHOULD 
SELL FIRST! THERE'S А 207 
OF ANTIQUES HERE THAT 
OUGHT TO BRING A GOOD 


I THINK I'LL SELL THIS WHOLE 
PLANTATION f YEAH. WHO CAN 
STOP ME? OUGHT TO GET 


WAS NEVER OUT OF PRICE. 
ITS SHEATH f ЖАБ 


ЗИРЕ 7 АҒТЕВ 1 COLLECT 
ON THIS PLACE,ILL GET А 
QUICK DIVORCE, AND THE! 
EH? WHAT'S THAT NOISE? 


QUITE A WAD FOR THIS 
DUMP! HMMM... 


at و‎ 


pee 


i | 
oe \ 


SCREAM CAME FROM 
THE ATTIC! 


my 


0 





ABNER! ABNER, ARE HERE'S HIS FLASHLIGHT ON DON'T SEE 
YOU IN HERE ? THE FLOOR! SOMETHING +. ANYTHING 
MUST HAVE HAPPENED! ЖЕТ“ 1... 


eas 
ҚАЗЫ 


W N 


HES DEAD! HE'S BEEN 29% ВОТ... ВИТ 
KILLED WITH A SWORDS GRANDFATHER 
WHY..IT LOOKS LIKE WAS BURIED 
GREAT-GRANDFATHER'S: WITH HIS 
SWORD! SWORD! HOW..? 


ATTIC UNTIL IT GAME TO REST ON THE PAINTING. 
SHE STEPPED BACK, STUNNED... FOR GENERAL 
SEBASTIAN GORNELIUS JACKSON SEEMED TO 
BE SMILING... AND 4/3 SWORD WAS GONE" 
THE SCABBARD IN THE PAINTING WAS NOW... 





NO, CHARLES! Z WON'T 
ро Ir! IT's CRIMINAL, 





CALL ME ANYTHING 
YOU LIKE, GHARLES! 
I WILL NOT PERM/T 
SUCH AN OUTRAGE 


ONLY SO FAR AS BUSINESS MATTERS 
ARE CONCERNED f WHEN IT COMES 
то DRUG PRODUCTION, 2 HAVE 

THE FINAL WORD! AND I 


BUT WE CAN MAKE 
THOUSANDS, HOWARD! 
WE'LL BE A/GHS 


LOOK, HOWARDS THIS IS AN ORDER 
FOR ONE M/LL/ON HYPODERMIC 
INSERTS OF /NSULIN. WE САМ 
ONLY MANUFACTURE 47VE- 
HUNDRED THOUSAND OF SUCH 
UNITS IN THE TIME ALLOWED! NOWIF 
МЕ JUST LUTE EACH CAPSULE 
ONE HALF... WE CAN MEET 

THIS ORDER! 


Т DON'T GARE, CHARLES! YOU'RE Y LISTEN, YOU JEZLY- 

PLAYING WITH HUMAN LIFE 

І WILL NOT AGREE TO SUCH А 
FIENDISH PLOTS 


FISH I'M THE 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

OF THIS СОМРАМҮ” 
WHAT I SAY 60657 | 


CHARLES! YOU САМ GALL ME A 
SPINELESS JELLY-F/SH...YOU 
AN GALL ME A COWARD WITH NO 
BACK - BOWE...YOU САМ САЦ. ME 
ANYTHING YOU LIKES-I WILL WOT 
LET YOU D/LUTE OUR INSULIN 
JOUTPUT TO MEET THIS ORDER AND 
THAT'S FINAL 7 NOW, Гм LATE 
FOR MY TRAIN ГІЛ. ВЕ OUT 
OF TOWN FOR THE NEXT 











А TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLAR 
ORDER... THROWN OUT THE WINDOW BECAUSE MY 
BROTHER 15 A WEAKLING... 


Ч» 


WELL 7 DON'T LET THAT KIND OF MONEY GO SO ЕАЗИУ! 
NOT MES I'M NO JELLY“ FISH HOWARD NEEDN'T 
FIND OUT! I'LL DO IT W/THOUT HIS CONSENT I'LL 
JUST FORGE HIS NAME TO THIS PRODUCTION ORDER 
AND START SHIPPING /MMED/ATELY.“ WHEN HOWARD 
RETURNS, THE ORDER WILL HAVE BEEN ALLED. 








AND 30, WITHOUT HOWARD KNOW 
ING IT, GHARLES NORTON BEGINS 
THE SHIPMENTS OF DILUTED 
INSULIN! Y'KNOW WHAT/WSUL/N 
13, KIDDIES? PEOPLE SUFFERING 
FROM DIABETES WAVE TO TAKE 
IT OR ELSE THEY PASS OUT... 
MAYBE EVEN ШЕ! 


WHAT IS IT, 
DOCTOR? 


HE'S ІМ АСОМА!| | POSITIVE, DOCTOR! STRANGE! 
ARE YOU SURE I GAVE IT TO HIM / LET ME 

HE TOOK HIS f SEE HIS 

INSULIN TODAY, INSULIN 

MRS, GREENE? SUPPLY! 














Н..НЕ JUST 
COLLAPSED... 
RIGHT THERE ON 
THE SIDEWALK f 


NO! IT CAN'T BE f THIS INSULIN 

HAS BEEN D/LUTEDS IT'S...17'' 

PRACTICALLY WORTHLESS ІМ THIS 
CONCENTRATION f 





TOOK IT EVERY DAY... 
THORMTON! YOUR WIFE BED! 
13 DEAD f SHE MUST = 
HAVE FORGOTTEN TO 
TAKE HER INSULIN 
LATELY! 


WHY, MY BROTHER} 


г HOWARD IS BIOCHEMIST 
I'M FROM THE GOVERNMENT... IN CHARGE! I'M JUST 
PURE FOODS AND DRUGS THE BUSINESS МАМА- 
ADMINISTRATION f WHO IS GER! 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DRUG 
PRODUCTION OF THIS COMPANY? 





WHERE CAN I / HE'S PROBABLY THE GOVERNMENT MAN MOVES 
FIND HIM? IN HIS LABORA- DOWN THE HALL TO THE DOOR 
TORY... DOWN THE | MARKED ‘LABORATORY'! HE 
OPENS IT AND.. 


<7 q 
YOU HOWARD NORTON, N/ YES 7 
BIOCHEMIST IN CHARGE | THAT's 


CHARLES WATCHES, А FAINT SMILE ON HIS FACE, AS 
THE STUTTERING, STAMMERING HOWARD IS HANDCUFFED.. 


In HIS CELL, AWAITING TRIAL. 


HOW COULD мү BROTHER 20 THIS 


смом \] то ME? WHAT сан 7244 THEM? 
BABY! HAVEN'T YOU GOT A -WHAT ARE 


BACKBONE ? DONT BE A YOU ALA“ 
SPINELESS COWARDS ING ABOUT? 
FACE /7...\\кЕ А МАМ” WHAT DID 





THE TRIAL 18 SWIFT! THE EVIDENCE AGAINST 
HOWARD IS UNDENIABLE f HE HAD BEEN IN CHARGE! 
"HE" HAD 'SIGNED' THE PRODUCTION ORDER! HE MUST 
BE GUILTY! HOWARD REMAINS SILENT THROUGHOUT 
THE PROCEEDINGS.. RESIGNED... 





Вит HOWARD DOESNT FIGHT! AND WHEN THE JURY 
FINDS нім 60/477... 





I SENTENCE YOU, HOWARD 

NORTON, TO NOT LESS THAN 

TEN NOR MORE THAN TWENTY 

YEARS IN THE FEDERAL 

PENITENTIARY AT LEVEN- 
WORTH, KANSAS! 


.. AND 50 I SAY TO JF CHARLES WAS RIGHT! НЕ 

YOU, LADIES AND CALLED МЕ SP/WELESS... A 

GENTLEMEN OF f JELLY- FISH WELL, MAYBE I 
AM! I MUST BE! IF I WEREN'T... 
I'D FIGHT THIS... THIS 


YES, THE JUDGE SENTENCES HOWARD 

NORTON TO FROM TEN TO TWENTY 

YEARS! THAT'S A LONG TIME 7 

TIME FOR А MAN ТО 7H/NK...TO 

PLAN...10 GROW BITTER... 

50 НЕ $ 

МО ВАСКВОМЕ, ЕН? 

WELL...wE'LL SEE f 
WE'LL SEE! 


SEE ME, WARDEN? 


THE WARDEN 
WANTS TO 


YOU WANTED TO N YES,NORTON! " 


ТУЕ BEEN LOOKING OVER YOUR 
RECORD! YOU'RE А BIO-CHEMIST... 
AND A GOOD ONE AT THAT f 

WE COULD USE А MAN 

LIKE YOU IN THE 

PRISON HOSPITAL 

LAB! WANT THE 


SEE YOU! 


AND SO, HOWARD NORTON GOES TO WORK IN THE PRISON 
HOSPITAL LABORATORY! IN SPARE MOMENTS HE BEGINS 


TD RATHER STAY 

HERE, GUARD! I'M... 

I'M WORKING он 4 
SOMETHING! 


NORTON! WHY AREN'T YOU 

DOWN IN THE RECREATION 

HALL? THEY'VE GOT А 6000 
MOVIE, TONIGHT! 


YES! TEN YEARS IS A LONG TIME! PLENTY OF TIME FOR 
А MAN TO FIND WHAT HE'S LOOKING FOR... AT LAST? I'VE SUCCEEDED? SO ГУЕ 
UH? THIS сном 15 AWFUL/ N т..1 WEED THEM S] | GOT NO BACK-BOWE, ЕН, CHARLES? 


SO ГМ JUST A VELLY-F/SH,EH? 
WE'LL SEE! WE'LL ЗЕЕ! 
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A FEW NIGHTS LATER, AS CHARLES NORTON IS SITTING 


AND so, AFTER TEN YEARS OF 600D BEHAVIOR,HOWARD 
7] IN HIS LUXURIOUS HOME... 


NORTON 15 PAROLED... 


Ш 


| 人 | К | 0 
| Ф x 
Y-YES THAT INSULIN \/ 


HOWARD... OUT ОҒ Т 
PRISON? SEND IT'S BEEN А BE EXPECTED, ORDER WAS JUST 
А LONG TIME! CHARLES HOW'S FIND A PLACE 
4 > BUSINESS ? YOU FOR МЕ, 

> LOOK QUITE CHARLES? ГМ 

PROSPEROUS! PLASTICS f MADE ASKING YOU 

TO FORGIVE 

МЕ FOR THE 

TROUBLE 1 
CAUSED You! 











HARD FEEL! 
CHARLES! 
\ 


ALL RIGHT f I FORGIVE 
YOU! YOU GAN START A 
IN THE MORNING! ? © 


STILL THE SP/WELESS THANK YOU,GHARLES! COME! WE'LL DRINK TO OUR \ ( NO 1м 
МЕГЕ У- FISH, EH ,HOWARD? THANK YOU! ——] REUNION! NO HARD FEELINGS? 
У а. = — --шы 
у 
т № 





As CHARLES POURS THE DRINKS, 
HOWARD TAKES A SMALL WHITE 


PILL FROM HIS POCKET AND DROPS 


IT INTO GHARLES' GLASS WHILE 
HIS HEAD 1S TURNED... 


SUDDENLY, THE RIGIDITY LEAVES 
GHARLES' BODY АМО HE COLLAPSES 
TO THE FLOOR...A MASS OF FLESH... 


NOW, J AM NOT 
THE SPINELESS, 
BACK-BONELESS 
ONE, CHARLES! 
А YOU ARES 


CHARLES SWALLOWS THE DRI 

SWIFTLY... |" you ALWAYS 
CALLED ME A 
SPINELESS JELLY- 
FISH WITH NO BACK- 
BONE, DIDN'T YOU, 


THAT'S WHAT Y WHILE I WAS IN 
PRISON, I HAD A 
СНАМСЕ TO DO 


SOME EXPERIMENTS! 


THE GLASS FALLS TO THE FLOOR AND SHATTERS! 
CHARLES GRASPS THE TABLE FOR SUPPORT! HIS BODY 


GOES LIMP... 


IT DISSOLVES CALCIUM 
AND PHOSPHOROUS 


SALTS YOU KNOW. 
WHAT BONES ARE 


MADE OF! 


HOWARD GAZES AT THE MOUND OF 
QUIVERING FLESH BEFORE HIM! HIS 
THOUGHTS GO BACK TO THE DAYS 
WHEN НЕ WAS А CHILD, AT THE BEACH. 
WHEN HE WOULD ACCIDENTALLY 
GRUSH A SLIMY JELLY-FISH UNDER 
HIS BARE FOOT! НЕ SHUDDERS... 


GLENGHES HIS FISTS АМО... 
$ NOW 


YOU АВЕ 
А /ELLY- 
FISH, 
CHARLES! 





HEH,HEH! WELL, THAT'S MY 
LITTLE OFFERING FOR YOUR CON- 
TEMPLATION, DEAR READER! YES, 
THERE WERE WO HARD FEELINGS 
ANYMORE .f IN FACT AFTER 
HOWARD HAD REMOVED HIS SHOES 
AND SOCKS, CHARLES FELT 

QUITE SOFT то 
Him! HOWARD 
WASTED NO TIME! 
BESIDES, IT WAS 
GETTING LATE!) 
HE HAD TO 
STEP ON IT! 
‘BYE NOW! SEE 
YOU IN MY OWN 
BOOK, TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT. 
ГІЇ. RETURN YOU 
NOW TO MY FELLOW 
GHOULUNATIC,THE 
VAUT- KEEPER Г. 








THIS 1S THE STORY OF 
THE NIGHT THAT KATHY'S 


KATHY STOOD IN THE BACK YARD NEAR THE WOOD-PILE| 

AND LOOKED AT THE WORLD THROUGH TEAR-FILLED 

EYES! НЕ HAD HIT HER AGAIN...HER MEAN OLD $` LOOK AT HER... STANDING THERE 
FATHER HAD HIT HER AGAIN T 


SNIVELING LIKE A BABY f 
WHY DOESN'T HE LIKE ME? 


WHY? І TRY ТО 00 EVERY- 
HE TELLS М! 





Martin SPUN AROUND AT THE GET ВАСК UPSTAIRS! ) YOU DIDN'T 

SOUND OF ETHEL'S VOICI YOU KNOW WHAT 1 ANSWER MY 

нат ARE YOU) 1 NEARD vou 4 | THE 200707 J > QUEST/OW, JOHN, AREN'T 
DOING OUT 厂 ( BEATING KATHY! Lobb ld ,( You? EVEN 
OF BED Ат ро YOU MATE THOUGH HE'S 


f 7 Í DEAD, YOU'RE 
гамт JEALOUS OF 


WHY SHOULDN'T І BE? YOU BUT WHY... WHY 

DON'T FOOL ME, ETHEL! 1 TAKE IT OUT ON FIST! THE SQUEAK OF MRS. THAUMATURGE'S ROCKER DRIFT-| 

KNOW YOU STILL LOVE KATHY? ED ACROSS THE STILL AFTERNOON AIR fOLD,OROTCHETY 

HIM! 1 AWOW YOU NEVER “ү MRS. THAUMATURGE! KATHY WAS AFRAID OF MRS. ТНАЏ- 

LOVED ME... THAT YOU ONLY MATURGE... HER WRINKLED SKIN...HER STRINGY HAIR... 

MARRIED ME FOR SECURITY! И" У HER TOOTHLESS GRIN’ THROUGH А CRACK IN THE BOARD 
FENCE, KATHY PEEKED AT THE OLD WOMAN 


к DON'T PEER АТ ME THROUGH РЕМСЕЗ, Ш 
CHILD! IF YOU МАМ? то СЕТА ул =ч 
|6200 100К...сомЕ он OVER? У 


ГГ! 


MUST ВЕ А WITGH HOW DID SHE KNOW I WAS WATCH- 


T ING HER?’ SHE WONDERED! SUDDENLY SHE SENSED HER 
TLL CALL OVER ЖА NO,DADDY- NO | STEPFATHER BEHIND HER...HIS HEAVY BREATHING 
MRS. THAUMATURGE! SHE'S А EASES HIS FAMILIAR ODOR... 
WITCHY SHE'LL TAKE YOU 

< 


AWAY SHE'LL BAKE YOU. 2. 
IN HER OVEN. 


— 


т THOUGHT I TOLD YOU TO 
GET THE WOOD. NOW... |, 
7% 1 жш 1 | 








MRS. BLACKSON WAS A VERY SICK WOMAN! KATHY HAD 
LISTENED BEHIND THE DOOR THE DAY THE DOGTOR 


HAD WARNED HER MOTHER 
I UNDERSTAND, 


STAY IN BED, MRS. BLACKSONY 
ANY UNDUE EXCITEMENT... 
ANXIETY...MIGHT PROVE 


E 
IN THE BLACK 
KNEES А! 


DGES! KATHY FLUNG 


LAY HER HEAD ON HER MO: 


он, MOMMY! MOMMY 
PLEASE, DON'T DIE... DON'T 


AFTER THE FUNERAL, KATHY'S STEPFATHER SEEMED 
TO TREAT HER EVEN MORE CRUELLY THAN BEFORE f 
SHE WAS ALL ALONE! HER STEPFATHER WOULD GO 
OFF TO WORK AND LEAVE HER TO SHIFT FOR HERSELF! 
OF COURSE, THERE WERE THINGS TO 00..ТНЕ FLOORS. 
THE WASHING...DUSTING...MOPPING...GARRYING WOOD... 


KATHY?THAT YOU 
BY THE WOODPILE? 


AFTER SHE HAD CARRIED THE HEAVY LOGS INTO THE 
HOUSE, KATHY RUSHEO UPSTAIRS TO HER MOTHER'S 
ROOM! MOTHER WAS THE ONLY ONE WHO LOVED KATHY! 
SHE HAD NO OTHER FRIENDS! AND SHE COULD HARDLY 
EVEN REMEMBER HER REAL DADDY NOW... n 


MOMMY! MOMMY f DOCTOR... KATHY! I... I'VE 
WHAT'S HAPPENED? «HAD... ANOTHER ATTACK! 


< A 


ГМ SORRY, MARTIN! 
THERE WAS NOTHING 


OME OVER, DEAR! I 
HAVE SOMETHING 


SOMETHING...FOR МЕ? 
=> № 
д Я 





Ат FIRST KATHY WAS AFRAID ТО GOf BUT LONELINESS 
1S EVEN MORE FRIGHTENING FOR AN EIGHT YEAR О! 


WHAT ARE YOU MAKING, Д SOMETH/NG,CHILD! SOME- 
МЕЗ. THAUMATURGE ? THING SPECIAL. А 
N= 


I TOLD YOU TO ç WELL, YOU STAY 
STAY AWAY FROM : AWAY FROM HER 


THAT OLD CRONE, OR TLL THRASH 
T Lf SHE'S YOU WITHIN АМ 

YOU DIDN'T 

WASH THE WINDOWS, | DADDY!I WAS 

DID You? YOU WATCHING MRS. 

DIDN'T DO WHAT | THAUMATURGE. 


HE NEXT DAY, WHEN KATHY WENT OUT IN THE BACK 
YARD FOR THE WOOD... 


KATHY, ) DADDY SAYS I , 
СНІ! ТУЕ BEEN WAITING MUSTN'T GO NEAR WELL HERE'S YOUR, 
FOR YOU! І HAVE YOUR JA YOU ANYMORE! ЕГ SURPRISE ANYWAY 
SURPRISE FINISHED f DADDY SAID HE'LL 
WHIP ME IF I 007 





KATHY HAD NEVER HAD А DOLL SHE | [КАТНҮ GIGGLED АЗ SHE STUDIED 
HELD IT LOVINGLY IN HER TINY THE DOLL. Пт Е’. DOES 
1 DOESN'T IT” 
KATHY! 1 MADE IT <” NEVER EAT 

MYSELF! YOU САМ } IT'W£VEA” 

EAT IT WHEN YOU ¥ I'LL LOVE п, 

FEEL LIKE IT! À 


60 70 YOUR ROOM! YOU'LL 
DO WITHOUT SUPPER TONIGHT 
FOR THIS. 


> \ ç 
ZI l 4 


ATHY WENT TO HER ROOM! THE GNAWING PAINS OF 
HUNGER GLAWED AT HER LITTLE STOMACH! SHE HEARD 
HER FATHER 60 OUT INTO THE WOODSHED! SHE HEARD 
THE SINGING OF THE BIG ROUND SAW AS IT SPUN... 


FASTER.. FASTER IT WAS SAFE f DADDY WAS CUTTING 
WOOD! SHE GOT OUT THE CANDY DOLL...CARESSED IT 


LOVINGLY. . 
~~ JUST ONE LITTLE 8/7E. 
ІҢ JUST A 4/77ZE ONE! IT won't Ú 
SPOIL YOU. Z 





(ATHY SUDDENLY marti 
A fi GANDY DOLL THAT 


aii WHERE DID YOU GET 
"м SORRY YOU GUT GO AWAY AND THAT DOLL? / 
OFF YOUR HAND, DaDDY! ) LEAVE МЕ ALOWES 
HOPE IT DIDN'T 


MARTIN STUMBLED TOWARD KATHY, 
GASPING FOR BREATH! SHE 
BACKED AWAY, HUGGING THE DOLL 


GIVE IT 70 MES NO, DADDY! 
GIVE IT TO ME, NO! it's {з нот EVIL!| ў SEE...1T'S ONLY 
QUICKLY! IT's CANDY... f Re ITS ONLY CANDY! DADDY... 
қ 3 GANDY... 
SEE? 


MRS. THAUMATURGE! СОМЕ SEE! TH 
STRANGEST THING JUST HAPPENED 
TO DADDY! Ë. 








THAT'S LILLIAN ANSLEY LILLIAN WAS YOUNG WHEN SHE MARRIED THAT WAS SIXTEEN YEARS AGO! 
CRYING HER LITTLE HEART | WALDO ANSLEY! PROBABLY ГОО YOUNG! LILLIAN AND WALDO WERE VERY 
OUT! POOR WOMAN! WOULD | NINETEEN! WALDO WAS THIRTY-THREE AT НАРРҮ AFTER THE WEDDING! THE 
YOU LIKE To KNOW WHAT 


THE TIME! LILLIAN WAS INFATUATED WITH FIRST SIX MONTHS. . .THAT ISf 
HAPPENED 7 IT'S ALONG / THIS DISTINGUISHED-LOOKING OLDER 


MAN...AND WALDO'S EGO DIDN'T SUFFER AT са мы REE? 
HAVING A NINETEEN YEAR OLD GIRL IN LOVE АСЯ 
WITH HIM, 80. . 


J ОР COURSE, % то THAT DANCE IF 
Do YOU MEAN @ ў LILLIAN! I'M т WANTED то! 
WALDO ? ASKING YOU TO 
Ж, С MARRY MES А 
==. & vel) 


SAD STORY! BRACE 
YOURSELF... 


IT was THE THIRO НЙ IN A MONTH THAT 

WALDO HAD DONE THIS! LILLIAN WAS DIS- 

gusreo f НЙ AGE WAS SHOWING. LILLIAN WENT f SHE WENT TO THE DANCE ALONE f BUT SHE 

š > WASN'T ALONE LONG! SOON SHE WAS DANCING WITH YOUNG, 

TIRED! YOURE ALWAYS 7/RED/ JYOURE ENERGETIC ROGER KANE... 

WELL, I'm YOUNGS I WANT то // RIGHT, гет көке РОЙ 206 

HAVE FUN. .. ENJOY MYSELF / LILLIAN! E CAVE VOC REN HANDSOME? 

ӨНГЕН СӨЛІ Way SONY ALL MY LIFE, BEAUTIFUL? 


Л‏ ا 


Оң Ат FIRST IT WAS ALL IN FUN ! BUT SOON, TALK GOT 
MORE SERIOUS...700 SERIOUS... 
у ROGER! YOU 

I'VE GOT ТО SEE YOU MUSTN'T YOU OH, DARLING! YES! 
AGAIN, LILLIAN! I'VE MUSTN'T TALK LIKE LILLIAN, DEAREST! YOU'VE ) YES! I REALIZE, NOW, 
GOT TO! I...I'M IN j THAT! т CAN'T ЗЕЕ 


GOT TO ASK WALDO FORA f I NEVER LOVED HIM f 
LOVE WITH YOU! YOU AGAIN! ITS DIVORCE, т WANT TO 


а Í & ! 2222 





HEY WERE MAD ABOUT EACH OTHER...THOSE ТМО! 
AND SO, LILLIAN MADE UP HER MIND TO TELL 
WALDO THE WHOLE STORY! BUT BEFORE SHE 


GOULD GET UP ENOUGH COURAGE, WALDO BECAME 
SERIOUSLY ILL... А и 
IT'S А CRIPPLING FORM OF POL/Q, 

LILLIAN! WHEN IT ATTACKS А MAN J 

WALDO'S AGE, IT MEANS ONLY 

ONE THING... PARALYSIS 7 


YES! IT WOULD Lictian... TEARS STREAMING FROM / HERE, ROGER? 
ВЕ BETTER IF WE) HER EYES...GLUTCHED ROGER... 


NEVER SAW EACH 
OTHER AGAIN f 


TO EACH OTHER, THERE BY THE LAKE, AND VOWED 
THEIR LOVE... AND PROMISED TO MEET EACH OTHER 


GOOD-BYE, DARLING! GOOD-BYE, LILLIAN! I'LL 
I...LOVE YOU! BE BACK... IN FIVE YEARS! 
I LOVE YOU, ТОО, DEAREST, 


оов LILLIAN! WITH WALDO HELPLESS, AND ROGER © 
BECKONING, SHE WAS IN AN AWFUL QUANDRY! WHAT ТО 
00? WHAT ТО DO? AND THEN, LILLIAN REALIZED THERE 
МАЗ ONLY ONE THING TODO T I WON'T MAKE. 


HE'S му HUSBAND, ROGER ! YOU, LILLIAN BUT... 
нЕ WEEDS ME! т...т CAN'T 7) WELL, YOU KWOW Д 
LEAVE HIM... 
YOU! IT WOULD BE 
BETTERTHEN, IF I 
WENT AWAY7 


YES! PERHAPS 
WE'LL MEET THINGS WILL BE 
HERE... BY THE ) DIFFERENT...PER- 
LAKE? FIVE 4 HAPS THING 
YEARS FROM | WILL HAVE 
TONIGHT ? CHANGED! 


(ЕР INVALIO HUSBAND, | 
WALDO! SHE CARED FOR HIM... DAY AND NIGHT...WEEK 
IN AND WEEK OUT... FOR FIVE LONG YEARS! POOR 


TOMORROW NIGHT! 4 
TOMORROW NIGHT ROGER COMES 
BACK! TOMORROW NIGHT... BY 





7 HOW...HOW'S WALDO, ALL RIGHT! NO BETTER!) 
LILLIAN? 


( NO,ROGER! I 
CAN'T 7 HE THOSE FIVE 
WEEDS МЕ! LONG YERI 2 
J BUT, PLEASE... KISS МЕ... Ú / Ë COME BACK 


Wp IVE GOT TO AGAIN, ROGER? 
و‎ 8O0, LILLIAN! IN FIVE YEARS... 


AND THEN HE WAS GONE... AND LILLIAN WAS ALONE 
ОМСЕ MORE... ALONE WITH WALDO... WITH NOTHING ТО 
LOOK FORWARD TO...NOTHING FOR FIVE LONG YEARS... 
LOOK АТ МЕ? NURSING AN LILLIAN 
INVALID HUSBAND... AT 
TWENTY-FIVE... DRINK OF 





Like ALWAYS! V А FEW ECSTATIC HOURS OF HAPPI- 
„THREE ... FOUR... FIVE YEARS WENT BUT LET'S NOT | NESS, AND THEN... 
BY! AND THEN, ONCE MORE, LILLIAN |{ rack, CARLING! рну 
AND ROGER WERE TOGETHER... 工 VE.60T TO 


[/ BE GOING, LILLIAN! 


NO, ROGER? I WON'T 
LILLIAN? YOU'RE “ү, LEAVE НІМ! HE'S HELP- 
THIRTY! YOU'RE ЫҢ LESS, AND TM His LS PROMISE МЕ, ROGER! 
GETTING ON...WE'RE Wp М//Е/ COME BACK PROMISE ME YOU'LL 
BOTH GETTING ON COME f YOU'RE ALL I... 
IN YEARS! 1... LIVE FOR! 


А ` Je ⁄ 
Іт was OVERf ROGER WENT AWAY AGAIN! AND ONCE | YES, WALDO DIED! AND LILLIAN WAS FREE. 


MORE THE YEARS BEGAN TO CRAWL BY f ONE... ТМО... 24 / 


HIS HEART MUSGLES ARE 
GOING! HE'S...DYING, LILLIAN! 





i 4 

Î sur TWO YEARS 
CAN'T WAIT FOR ROGER FOR TWO 
YEARS! т MUST FIND HI 


ROGER KANE 15 DEAD/ НЕ WAS н 1 UDDENLY, A TWIG SNAPS IN THE 
KILLED IN THE TRAIN WRECK ( з (| BUSHES BEHIND LILLIAN ГА HOARSE, 

DOWN AT EVANSVILLE TWO YEARS |) ALMOST UNINTELLIGIBLE VOICE 
AGO... MANGLEDS ) 


SHE SCREAMS! HER TERRIFIED SHRIEK ECHOES ACROSS 
THE LAKE! ROGER CANNOT UNDERSTAND f HE MOVES 


LILLIAN! DON'T GRY OUTS 
DON'T YOU RECOGNIZE МЕ? 





LILLIAN'S PUNY FISTS BEND AGAINST ROGER'S ТАТ- 
TERED CHEST AS HE DRAWS HER TO HIM... 


DON'T YOU... LOVE ME 
ANYMORE, LILLIAN? 


THE SCREAMING STOPS! LILLIAN 5085 
QUIETLY, STARING AT THE DECOMPOSED FACE SO 


THE SHOCK HAS BEEN TOO MUGH 

FOR LILLIAN f SHE HAS GONE СОМ- 
PLETELY OUT OF HER MIND SHE IS 
STARK RAVING MAD... 


OH, ROGER DEAREST 


Ь ‘WE'RE TOGETHER,NOW 
FOR ALWAYS f KISS ME. 


CONFUSED... BEWILDERED... THE CORPSE OF ROGER КАМЕ 
TRIES TO COMFORT THE HYSTERICAL SCREAMING WOMAN. 


Т ANEW I HAD ТО СОМЕ...50 L 


THE NIGHT DRAGS ON, AND DAY 
DAWNS OVER THE LAKE! UNDER 
THE OLD GNARLED OAK ARE TWO 
BODIES...ONE, A SMILING LADY, 
REGENTLYDEGEASE! 

А PUTRID, DEGAYED, 
GENTLEMAN, LONG DEAD 


Poor LILLIAN! SHE RECOGNIZES ROGER, NOW! SHE 
SEES НІМ CLEARLY... NOT THE UGLY, ROTTING HULK 


НЕЕ, HEE! I HOPE YOU ENJOYED THis 
EMBRACING YARN ! DEAR ROGER 
GERTAINLY KEPT HIS PROMISE,DION'T 
HE? HE CAME BAGK IN FIVE YEARS 
AS HE SAID HE WOULD, EVEN IF HE 
HAD TO DIG HIMSELF UP OUT OF A 
GRAVE TO DO IT! AND LILLIAN? 
WELL, LILLIAN WAS CRAZY TO ЗЕЕ 
HIM, WASN'T SHE? 'ВУЕ NOW! SEE 
YOU IN МҮ OWN BOOK...‘ THE 
HAUNT OF FEARS’ 
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